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NORWEGIAN
BORDER PIKES

SWEDEN IS COMMONLY REGARDED AS A PRIME PIKE DESTINATION

(SUCH AS VASTERVIK) IN EUROPE, BUT NOT S0 WELL KNOWN IS THAT NORWAY
ALSO OFFERS MAYBE EVEN BETTER FISHING FOR MONSTER PIKE.

AFTERTHIS TRIP OF MINE, | CAN ASSURE YOU THAT

THE PIKE FISHING SCENE IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD WILL

CHANGE IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS!

Mot long &go, | was invited by the Noowegian humting and fishing company
Dim Tur to explose the vast weaters of Stara Lee in the southern part of Morsy, &t the
border with Sweden, Stora Lee is & very big and very deep lake [up to 100 meters
deept), where in the clear water (landlecked| salmon, bhrewn trout, houting, burbat,
big perch and hard fighting pike thave very well.

1. Qur kelidery housa, perchid high up she rockes.
(2. Sekcom havo | experenced that pises fought as hard 2s here m Morvayl




STORA LEE

Our heme for the coming weak is
Stora Lea Camping imore info pg 38, near
Haldend/Aremark, ideally lecated opposite
the connecting passage 1o Foxen, anather
kig deap lake with dangerows submarged
rocks, stuated in the province of Dakland
in Swaden, which is already wall knawn
far its numerous {bigl pive, There are more
then enough fishing options when you see
that Sinra Lee alone is mara than 3 km
long with numerous interesting bays and
islamds far fishing!

Alter a lang but relaged drive of 13
Fipars Treen Halland, my Fnend Dirk
Wesedman and Larmee a1 the holiday
Fizage which i perched kigh upothe rocss
abaen the camp siee wath 2 splendid view
al the lake. We cannal wail to starl
fishing, especially after mspecting our
hoat; a bramd new lishing machine
equipped with a d-stroke 20 HF, fowr mad
hielders and a lot al working space. Within
rminules after unloading, we have
prepared our rods and reels butin ry

enthusmasm | nghten the sores of the reel
Fiimng al mry Shimana Campre @ hele 10a
much and there 15 a nasty cracking sound
Bnpweay, my Calcutts 200 lanss akay and
stall Tited well an the sad Cor daes 7|

. One of the Sggor pikes of the first
H'.ruu.unr:".nu cays

M. Frally | it the [first] jpchped. lansing
this aggressio pke of 113 cm atter a
Elilm:lrahlu fight with a collapsing resl







A COLD START

The last weak's weathar has bean
axcaptionally warm for ta time of year
and according to some other anglers wha
harva fished Foxen the week befora, the
fishing has proved to be quite difficult, Tha
pike had juest started finished spawning
and in soma sheterad boys in Foxan the
water temperature had nsaen o 17
degress Calsius

Tha waathar is still vary nice on
amival, but the forecast tells ps that the
weather wall change in the caming days,
with dropping temperaturas and ayen
frost in the nights! Michal, o frand of us
whio hiad fished Stara Lee and Fogen the
previons week, had showed us some bays
o tha maps whera ha had cauvght soma
mice proes and goka lot af fish follewing
his luras, hewesvar na sign af a raal big
pike

Hoping that wie will have mara lock
and that the pike will cooparate a bit
mare, we explong the hirst day the zame
bergs Michel showed us, Bul althaugh they
all loak very promising wath mice reed
b, swbhmaerged rock paints ebo,, we fal
1o hoak any decent pikes Even small
pkes arg not easy tv catch, we gat most

acticn on 15 cm shads and dark coloored
Sizmic Seniar Toads (rubber frogs|,

To cut a long story short, after three
days al hard ishing we ane quile
desperatz, Because of the strong, cold
Morthedy wind and frosty nights, the
wealer iemperature on Skara Lise has
dropped suddenty from 11-13 degrees o
§i-fi degraes Calsiusin only 12 howrs! On

Fouen the temparature drop is less
gxtrama, but stll a couples of deqrees
lowar,

. Tha secomd hig piks of tha day and what
a fiskg a 118 cm Nonsagian baauty.

05 All pikas foupght incredoly hang and had
Essautifid markngs

07, 111 em; the third sig pike of this
erforgottable day.




This sudden drap seams o hove
stapped tha activity of the pike and
whataver we try in those thrae days,
nathing seems to help, Trodling is also nat
a hatter option, although | cateh almost
straightaway o smal pike of Slcmon o
Super Shad Rap at o dapth af ovar 17
maters! We try ewarything, desper o
araursd § maebers near submerged rocks
and very shallaw in sheltared bays whars
the watar is considaratly wamar, but
wihene s handly see any actnaty of lish
Mot aven a sign of schoals of braam,
which was a pain in tha ass, far Michal
the pravicus weak, was hooking them
canstarty in their hacks with lures,

What can wa do mare? & phana call
with B domestic iishing guide Fal
Dramstad doesn't gve s much mane
hape, He alsoe grens ws the advice 1o fish
wath dark calowred perk hans (Brown,
terange, dark green) a1 places whaere the
battarm shedls up from 7-B meders to 2-3
mebers, samathing we have tried
mumeraus imes the previous days,
wathout any lhuck. He has caught howewer
a lal al Tish daing thal s&ne hing o
days ago, with & i pikes ower 8 meler, in
# hay which we had ignoned so far., pne

of tha fewl We dacide 1o give this bay the
naxt day an uitimate shot, you naver knowd

D-DAY

&fter the alam have wokan us at §

o clock in the moming, wa are on our vy,
It's a0 hour ta the Bay, which means a
lpng drive, Luckity the water = calm this
marning and 45 minules lEler we ane in the
ko of tha bay where we find some
interesting rock points with nice depihs
araund them, After & couple of casis peer
T meters of watar | notice in the dark clear
witter a big pike following my brown
Sigmic Magnum Toad, which tarns away
from the boat at the very last momant, |
drop the lure back straight away bt in my
frantic hurry the line gets tanglad arcund
tha kig single hook, chance gona!

Alfter that nothing happens fos the
naxt hour, atthowgh the place “smells” of
pie with namerous submarged rocks and
virny irreguiar hotbam, wnil Dire catchies
the most ugly pike of the weak; a hlack,
katiared fish of arcund B5 cm. To make
things wiprsa the pive goes frantic during
unthanking and drives cne of the hoak
peaints of the trehble deep inane of his
fingers! There is na chance o e the

hook point and cotit off, 5o thers is only
oma optian, pull? Dirk, baing o sturdy
commarcial fisharman, dossn't give a
damn and minutes later wa are on our
wiay o ancthar spatin the big bay, Butitis
the sama story again, wihatever wa try,
wie fail to catch any pike, et alcne a big
onal

It is alraady past midday whan we
are drifting alengside e islands, when
suddenly a hig pive appears cut of the
dark dapth, aggrassreaty following my
mega-frog. Shitl This pies looks dedinitaly
hungry and | guicily drop the lure again
and wathin seconds itis taken violenty,
With the artack paly o Faw matars under
the boat the rod is bent doubde on the
strike and at that moment my resl is
lnanched into the airl Luc&ily Emanage to
grab the reel in reflex action, playing the
fish with, in one hand the mod and in the
pther hand the reall K is a big pice and I
am glad that evergthing gons akay.
Mlinutas loter wa are admiring at the first
big pika of the weak, 113 cm. ¥as, finally)

0. This *hig beas pike’ of Dirk missed the
matar mark by one centmatral




My rod and real get & closar
inspaction and with a ty-rib wa fix the reel
again firmly on the rod. Hope that will do
farthe restof the day!

W'e try the same spot for another 20
minutas. | get anather kit cnmy Magnum
Toad, but after that mothing more. Butan
thie shallowser watar in babaren the
islands with some waeed growth, Dird's
firaft castwith & Strice Pro Buster Jere
resutts straight awiey in a nice pike. After
thiat we experiance some hectic actions in
thia maxt hiowr in which we hook at least 15
pikes, mostty on jerk haits. True, o meter
plus fish any mare, but nice distinctive
markad pikes bapaean 75 and 90 cm,
wihich all fight incredibly hard!

GETTING MORE EXCITING

Aftar a shart break on the I:nunaitﬂ,.-’

island, wa give the hat spot a

well desarved rast, planning ta
come back a couple of hours
later. Another izalated island looks alae
quite interasting with sharp submenged
rocks coming up steep from 10-15
meters of watar.

O the first point | saon
catch a nice pike of around
80 cmoon a natural perch
colpured Fox Replhicant.
That gives hope far mora.

9 Ly

Ten minutes latar the sama lure lands with For a momant | can feal the braid

& big splash rightin betwean teo scraping over the rocks but seconds later
submargad rocks. The momant | 1ift it wp thia fish dives deep under the boat. | can
from the botbam with a sharp jerk | get a fenl itis & big fish, but how big? | notice a
wery firm striza. dark shape in the clearwatar and my first

patimation is anather pice of around or
just aver @ meter. Butwhen | drag the fish
heside the boat we both realise itis much
higger. On the unhooking matin the boat
the measuring tepe reveats 118 cm! A
heautifully marced Moraegian pikein
splendid conditicn. What a day...and itis
niot oeer yat!

(% A nics pose for magazing covar

1 The unrr picsura of my carnihalistic
monsser of wall ovar 190 cm, just hafora
it wort effwithout another picturel

11. Twn of my favounte lures, which did very
wull on this trip.

12 Dirk's favournte; Strike Pro Buster Jok i
the special cod colour. & lot of pikes,
St vy not & realky 5ig one?



Towards 18:00
haur we are hack at
the twio 2mall islanids,
bt furiny encugh we fail to
get & bite in the first half howr.
Where are tha pites,
have they mowed
aqain to anathaer
pace? Onthe depth
finder we notice a
long submerged rocky
ledge on the cther side
of the amallest island, going
cut for atleast 50 meters before it
draps sharply from 2 1o 8 metar. Fight on
that precise spotwe hook gvery drift one
piee after another on cor jerk baits! And
they ara all big fish ower 90 cm, thisia

complete madnass! Dirk haos 2t least 10
pikes with langths of 97, %7, 54 and 58 cm,
bt fails somahow to catch ane over the
magic 1 cm.

Lueck t& on my side inday and

after caiching a couple af

nice pikes ower 80 cm, |0

land another beg, mean but
lean pike of 111 &m, follosied by
anather ewen bigger freh, which has
gwallowed just recently another pike of a1
least 60 cm! Just when Dwant io take &
closer pleture wihde Dirk s unhooking the
pike, the monster mases a suddan move
and Dirk has to lat it go. Mo pictune of this
cannibalisie pike, no exact megsurement,
butwe beth agree that this pike is for sure
g lot bigger than the last one! But feur fish
af 110 em+ an lurea in one day, itwould be
hard 1o break this recard again!

In ecatasy we drive back to aurf
comfariable holidey house. Whe would
hawe expecied this result after some very
teugh days? For sure not us!

CANNIBALS

Wat surprisinghy we find oursalves
the next day at the same place, early
moming again. But after four hook upsin a
raw, waith thres nice pikes over 90 cm as 8
result, it is suddenly ower an the
submerged rack bar. We try all areas
around the two islands but to no availl,
axcept for ane nice pise of 97 cm which
attacks my Salmo Pike jers bait vary
greedily, a5 i here 12 no Tomarro, in
hardly  meters of water.

13. lrresistible achan!

14 Tha Sieesic: Magnum Tesd in frant and
the 30 e Foct Raphcant hahiees

15, Any ides B many casls pou maks
duresg a 'waak lika thie?

1681T Ples ara real canrdbals dunng the
aprwning 306 g0, 20000 TRenget [o put
A Halms Fiks in your taekle box!




Seldom have [ fished in a more beautiful and pristine surrounding as Stora Lee in southern
Norway. For sure, the deep, clear water here harbours enormous pike and it would not
surprise me at all when a monster pike of well over 20 kg will soon be caughit!

The rast of the day we manage o
catch a fewe more pikes, but nothing
comparad to the hectic actions of the
pravious day, Howewer Oirk is a little
luckiar this ime with a fish of axacty 1
om

The fast day comas faster than
expectad and we decide o axplors
anothar area which looks wary interesting
on the map with lots of small and biggar
islands and shalkow hays, close io deepar
watar, Although we catch some nice
pikas during tha marning and aarly
aftarnaon, nothing special happens
except maybe for teen big Imeter plus) fish
which ara following my lura right undar
the hoat again, but mot willing o attack i,
whatawer | try

But when wa go owar a senes of
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small bays of a big island, it is bingo again
on jerk baits. Most of them are good fish
of wall over 50 cm and when Diry is
playing o smaller fish | catch my fifth pike
ovar a matar, a very thick fish of 102 cm,
‘Wa domiss a lot of =trikes on our
‘flankars’ (flatjark baits), while on my
Salmo Pike avary stive resuis in a fishl
They seam o ba vary agyressive towands
mamhbars of the same spacias]

Dirs hos sawad his luck for the last
mamant and haois finaly anather big fish,
which grabs his dark graen parch Max
right wndar the boat. It seems that this fish
wants to prowa one more time how strong
thesa Nonwagian pikas are and divas ino
the reads time ofter time before we can
land it. & gargeows looking pike of 111 cm,
which lnoks avan bigger with its big,

aggraszive head

On aur way back with ovar 210 pivas
in the pocket wa cannot rasist o make a
couple of last casts on our lucky
submanged rack har, Dire gats almast
straight away two hook ups of which one
stay an the hook and on the other sida of
the island Imanage to catch a real last
minutg pike of 5 cm on a shallowes Buster
Jery, Perfact finala for o perfect last day

Thrae wery difficult days, folkowad by
thrae famtastic doys with over 50 pives,
most of them wall owar B0 cm It caertainky
spaaks volume about tha fantastic fishing
petantals of Stora Lee and Fouen,

1. I.rrn:.i:;hlp for most pikes|
19, Mty fifth pilka owar @ metar, o beavy lady
of 182 cm,







THE F'I'HE"-H

F;ﬂming next r'ssus.;q
paradise’, by Ferrario Roberto
of italy.

rch

2 Releasad 1o Tight arother diry.
H1. Lagt bt ped? loa et Dirk veith hiswel
paimad Moresgian e Ritbes' ol

southerm Mo .-'.".r.ullh lotz of fizh eagles, Hiem




>>FISHING INFO

STORA LEE

THE NEXT HAVEN

Stora Lee Camping is abaut halfway
hetwaen Gotehorg and Qsa in Southam
Morway, Yoo can fly to Osle and then driva
far 2-2.5 howrs 1o Stara Lea bar drive all the
wiray|,

For fishing in Morway you don't
nead a permit; hut bewmra, for fishing in
Swaden (Foxenl you dol Something else
you also have to tave care of is the
dangarpus submergad rocks which can
ruin waur boat and engingin a split [
sacond! Most of them ara wall marked on
thia map with a stick, butyoo havae to stay
alert at all tmas!

22 Fish pagle sghtings are commeon here
21 & heautilul vess ol Shors Lee.
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